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THE FAIRBANKS TRADE DOLLAR 
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Since this is the 50th anniversary of Alaska statehood, and also the 50th anniver- 
sary of the issue of the 1959 Fairbanks Trade Dollar, it is only appropriated that we 


reexamine this piece. See the June/July 1994 issue for additional information. 


I know I have seen a listing of varieties somewhere, but I can’t find it. We have 
noted two varieties previously in ATC&PN. Since our last mention of these, a 
couple other varieties have come to light. It is only natural that there should be 
several varieties as these were minted for over 15 or 20 years. One envelope states 
that “approximately 150,000 of these commemorative coins were put in circula- 
tion.” The Daily News Miner states on June 26, 1959 that “About 4,000 of these 
unique coins have been placed in trade channels... Ultimately, 25,000 of these sou- 
venirs will be circulated here.” By July 14, the Chamber of Commerce was order- 
ing 25,000 more, “making a total of 50,000 which will be in circulation.” So 
perhaps they did manage to issue 150,000 in 1959. I believe these were still being 
sold by the Chamber of Commerce as late as 1986. 
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Variety 1 seems to be the older variety. The major distinguishing feature is that 
“Good For” is wide, and ends over the “T’ in “In.” It is struck with a coin turn. 
There is a sub-variety, with clashed dies, showing mainly between 9:00 and 12:00 
in the lettering of “$1” and “59.” These tend to be a nice pale brass. I assign this as 


continued on page 3 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


As usual, the first issue for the new year is a bit late. 
With inventory and other end of year/first of year chores 
that need to be done, this gets put on the back burner. 


The 50th Anniversary of Alaska Statehood has come 
and gone (January 3). Since this is the 50th year, we 
thought were would drag out the 1959 Fairbanks Trade 
dollar for another look. I know there are more variet- 
ies out there and have even seen a list, but cannot find 
it. Can anyone that collects trade dollars provide a list? 
Perhaps from one of the Canadian trade dollar books 
that includes U.S. trade dollars as an afterthought? 


We are in the middle of a going on two week cold spell. 
I don’t think we have been above -20 in town for that 
long, and mostly it as been below -30, with some down 
as far as -55. Yeah, let’s hear it for global warming. 


We have prepared a 30 year index. This will be in- 
cluded in the bound version of the last 10 years, due 
out hopefully this summer when our book binder re- 
turns from the sunny climes of Hawaii. 


This 30 year index is 43 pages. If you would like a 
copy, the price is $15 postpaid. 


Prices Realized was completely overwhelmed by a 
seller with PCGS slabbed ARRC tokens. I think these 
give a fairly good idea of current values. Some higher 
grades sold of less than lower grades, but that is just a 
function of who sees them and who bids. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Masonic Penny, B-28bII? 102.51 
Bethel, N.C. Co. $1, B-2d 270.00 
Haines, Heller, 12!2¢, B-8a 295.000B 
Ketchikan, Finzels, 5¢, B-15alI 49.000B 
Ketchikan, Kubley’s, 5¢, B-26a 455.00 
McCarthy, Priesner, 10¢, B-5bII OB125.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la, PCGS-58 68.99 
Palmer, ARRC, 1 ¢, B-1a, PCGS-63 144.49 
Palmer, ARRC, 1|¢, B-la, PCGS-53 78.99 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-61 89.89 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-63 67.66 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-61 78.07 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-53 108.97 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-58 62.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, PCGS-55 46.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, PCGS-62 86.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, PCGS-55 12.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, PCGS-55 75.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 73.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, PCGS-55 74.63 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, PCGS-53 76.08 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, PCGS-55 96.06 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, PCGS-53 98.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le, PCGS-58 103.83 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, PCGS-50 102.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, PCGS-62 237.06 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, PCGS-55 168.88 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h, PCGS-62 201.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h, PCGS-61 159.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h, PCGS-61 106.50 
Palmer, ARRC set w/o $5 3xRLOB700.00NB 
Skagway, Anderson, 614¢, B-la 31.01 
Tanana, Headquarters, Drink/Cigar B-2 250.000B 
Valdez, Northern, 614¢, B-15a 61.00 
Dawson, YT, Kilgore & Landahl OB159.99NB 
AYPE, Encased Cent, round 32.05 
AYPE, Encased Cent, round 22.72 
AYPE, Encased Cent, round OB9.99NB 
AYPE, Encased Cent, potty 21.50 
AYPE, “4 DWT BIN249.00DNS 
AYPE, “4 DWT 124.50 
AYPE, 2 DWT 91.91 
AYPE, 2 DWT OB200.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT OB500.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT 141.75 
AYPE set of 3, NGC-66,64,65 BIN1,600.00DNS 
Alaska Gold, 4 Pinch, 1902, oct., head rt. 575.55 


Alaska Gold, 14 Pinch, 1901, rd., head If. NGC-64 795.00 
Alaska Gold, 2 Pinch, 1900, oct. head If. 600.000B 
Alaska Gold, | Pinch, 1897, round, head If. 661.00 
Alaska Gold, | P, 1898, oct., head If. (65) OB1,850.00NB 
Alaska Gold, 1911, Parka Head, “1”, with loop 224.50 
Klondike Charm, % size with loop OB995.00NB 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL =relist 
RNM = Reserve Not Met R= Reserve W = withdrawn 
BIN = Buy it now DNS = Did Not Sell 


FAIRBANKS TRADE DOLLARS, cont. 


Variety 1 because it is found in earlier Fairbanks 
Chamber of Commerce envelopes. 


Variety 2 can be dated to 1974. This is the variety 
that I purchased when I first came to Fairbanks. 
Obviously, it could have been issued before this 
date and sold after this date. “Good For” is nar- 
rower, ending over the “R” of “Trade.” A sub- 
variety has a die break through the star on the ob- 


verse at about 10:00. These tone to an orangy brass. 
This is struck with a coin turn. 


Variety 3 uses a die that is very similar to Variety 
2. It may even use the same reverse die. The re- 


verse is very polished, but not truly proof-like. 
However, the detail on the obverse is very weak. 
There is hardly any detail in the foreground of the 
state seal, and the aurora is barely there. Addi- 
tionally, there is a sub-variety with a die break from 
the inner circle, through the “T” of “State,” which 
carries on into the “S.” This is also struck with a 
coin turn. 


Variety 4 is very similar to Variety 2, but the detail 
on the reverse seems to be crisper. It is also struck 
on a thicker planchet. This is the only variety to be 
struck with a medal turn. 


In 1964, the Trade Dollars were restruck in silver, 
and in 1965 in bronze. I do not have a bronze on 
hand at this time, but suspect that it would be simi- 
lar to the silver. 
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The silver is similar to Variety 2, but the lettering 
is crisper, but I don’t think it matches Variety 4. I 
find this odd as this was issued just few years after 
the what I think of as Variety 1. 


Anchorage Bus tokens 


1972 Area Transit, 25¢ and 50¢. Mintage 400 each, 
used approximately 6 months. From a note from the 
late Dave Fronius. 


Manulectures Nine Twenty Five, tot. 
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HORIZON AIR SILVER BAR 


Issued in 1982, this bar has an impressive certificate of 
authenticity, which, if nothing else, proves the “Art 
Registration Bureau” did not have a clue. The certifi- 
cate states that the bar is “15 
grams Troy!” Hm, let’s see. 
Grams is metric, Troy 
is...troy. Two different sys- 
tems. In any case, 15 grams 
is just under % ounce Troy. 
It is about 39mm by 23mm. 


The front of the bar states 
“Horizon Air, It is our privi- 
lege to serve you.” Horizon 
is now part of the Alaska 
Airlines system. 


The McCoy/Cove Operation in Nevada, while a gold 
mining operation, was the largest silver producer in the 
US in 1993. It was owned by Echo Bay, which in turn 
was acquired by Kinross in 2003, who owns the Ft. 
Knox mine north of Fairbanks. Thus, the Alaska con- 
nection on this Nevada medal. Brynteson, Lindeberg 
and Lindblom, the “Three Lucky Swedes” were the 
discovers of the Nome goldfields, which started the 
gold rush to Nome in 1899. (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


OUR NEW ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL 


WITH STATE QUARTER 


We received our first shipment of our new silver medal, 
featuring the Alaska state quarter. The quarter is set 
into a depression in the medal and super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Fron- 
tier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Greatland” 
die. 


We have made 100 of these. The next striking may be 
modified so that the wedges along the side of the quar- 
ter are frosty. We asked them to do that this time, but it 
did not get done. 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and han- 
dling per order. 


ANUBBRQY SSK 


Howard’s Service, Anchorage 


Mintages: Lube and Battery, 500 each; Tires, 1000. 
From a note from the late Dave Fronius. 


FOR THE RECORD 


THE 
SETTER 


LOUNGE 
ANCHORAGE 
ALASKA 


ANCHORAGE: The Setter Lounge, good for one 
drink. White on black plastic, 41mm (submitted by 
Kurtis Hawk). 


O's 


ANDERSON: Do It Dew Drop Inn, Good for one beer 
and Good for one drink. Black on green and pink plas- 
tic, respectively, 38mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


OK ot 


CORDOVA: (Moose Lodge), Cordova Centennial, 
2008. Gold on black plastic, 41mm (submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk). 


NORTH POLE: Moose Lodge 306. Tuit Drink, white 
on green plastic; and Tuit Beer, black on yellow plas- 
tic, both 38mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


PALMER: Moosehead Saloon. Part of the legend is 
missing, but it was good for One Free Drink. White on 
red plastic, 43mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 
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PALMER: Moose Lodge #793. Good for one beer and 
good for one drink. Black on yellow and red plastic, 
respectively, both 38mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 
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SALCHA: Sno Shu Inn, Good for mixed drink and 
bottle beer. Black on light blue and red plastic, respec- 
tively, both 38mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH: 200th Anniver- 
sary of the RO Church in America. St. Hermon of 
Alaska is on the obverse. Reverse in Russian: In 
memory of the visit by Patriach of Moscow and All 
Russia. Copper, 70mm (ill. reduced). 
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SAND POINT: Centennial, 1887-1987. We have seen 
this medal before, but had not noticed the extra stars in 
the flag! One available for $25 plus $5 postage. 


KODIAK ISLAND: Kodiak Brown Bear, 1995. Nice 
map of Kodiak. One ounce silver (submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk). 


One ounce silver (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


Hirohito’s visit to Anchorage 


There were 50 serially numbered sets in silver and 
bronze, and 950 unnumbered bronze. From a note from 
the late Dave Fronious 
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(PRUDHOE BAY): BP “Tar Team,” North Star, Milne 
Point, Endicott (oil project locations). One ounce sil- 
ver (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


PRUDHOE BAY: BP Central Power Station. One 
ounce silver (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


KETCHIKAN: Kubley’s, 5¢ in trade, brass, 21mm, 
B-26a, listed, not illustrated. Since the owner was 
Henry Kubley, what is the K.K. for? 


VALDEZ: W.H.Blackwell, The Southern, 12%2¢ in 
trade. Bronze, presumably 21mm (submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk). 


Not accepted 


Tokens for Tolsona (or maybe Tonsina) Lodge not ac- 
cepted because of misspelling - Tolsonia, 1,000 made. 
American Legion (blank reverse) blue plastic was sup- 
posed to be “Post 28, 2810 Dawson St., Anchorage, 
Alaska,” 1,000 made. Not accepted because of omis- 
sion. From a note from the late Dave Fronius. 


EIELSON AFB: 354 Comptroller flight. Bronze, 
40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 354 Comptroller flight. Bronze, 
black, green blue, yellow and red enamel, 40mm. 


Air Force Dental Service. Bronze, blue and yellow 
enamel, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 354th Fighter Wing, presented by the 
Commander. Brass with red, white, blue, yellow and 
black enamel, clear coated, 40mm. 


All items on this page and the next were submitted 
by Kurtis Hawk. 


EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE CHALLENGE COINS 
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EIELSON AFB: 354th Logistics Support Squadron, 
Plan, Train, Maintain; Toughest Climate, Toughest 
Challenge, Toughest Warriors. Brass with black, white, 
blue and silver enamel, clear coated, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 354th Transportation Squadron, 
Leader of the Pack. Bronze, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: Airman Leadership School, Leaders 
of Tomorrow. Bronze with green or brown enamel, clear 
coated at the center, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: Eielson AFB Ball, 1st September 
2004. Our enlisted heritage. Brass with white, light 
blue, dark blue, yellow and red enamel, 38mm. 


BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE! | 


EIELSON AFB: 353d Combat Training Squadron, 
Cope Thunder. See the lightning, Feel the thunder. 
Bronze with red, light blue, yellow and white enamel 
with clear coat, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 353d Combat Training Squadron, 
Cope Thunder. See the lightning, Feel the thunder. 
Bronze with red, light blue, yellow and white enamel, 
45mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 354 MXS, Vouloir, C’est Acomplir. 
Bronze with red, green, light blue and dark blue enamel, 
clear coated obverse, 40mm. 


EIELSON AFB: 354th Operations Support Squadron, 
First in support of the last Frontier. Silver with red, 
black, It blue, dk blue, yellow and green enamel, 44mm. 


er 


EIELSON AFB: 354th Services Squadron, Great Ser- 
vice, Great Attitude, Satisfaction Guaranteed. Bronze 
with red, white, blue, yellow, green and black enamel, 
40mm. 


comes close even at 40 below. Bronze and silver with 
dark blue, green and gray enamel, 40mm. 
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EIELSON AFB: 355th Fighter Squadron, Mainte- 
nance, Operations, Support. Top of the world Wart 
Hawg Cover. Brass with silver finish and black, gray, 
white and yellow enamel, 40mm. A Wart Hawg is an 
A-10 aircraft (look between the eagle’s wings). 


First among all, Arctic Survival Est. 1947. Bronze with 
white, blue, and light green enamel, 40mm. 


THE SOUTHERN WHALE FISHERY COMPANY 
AUCKLAND ISLANDS 


From the July, 2008 sale of Noble Numismatics, Sydney, Australia 


“Lot 2844 AUCKLAND ISLANDS, The Southern Whale Fishery Company, four shillings sterling (1849), 
black on white uniface printer’s proof on card, prepared by B.Wyon, 287 Regent Street, London for an issue of 
notes at the Company’s whaling station at Port Ross, Auckland Islands, 1850. Very fine, mount marks on back, 
the only example of a four shillings known for this company. 


“Ex Noble Numismatics Sale 80 (lot 2997) and previously Spink Australia Sale 31 (lot 635). The 
Southern Whale Fishery Company was formed in England in 1849. The leading promoter of the scheme was 
Charles Enderby of the famous English whaling and ship owning family. He was commissioned Lieutenant- 
Governor and arrived at Port Ross with a party of settlers in December 1849. The Auckland Islands are situated 
465km south of Bluff and did not formally become part of New Zealand until 1863. See “A Promissory Note For 
the Auckland Islands’ by M.K. Fitzgerald, National Museum of New Zealand in the New Zealand Numismatic 
Journal vol 17, no.3 (66), July 1988 p 97, where the only other known note (a one pound) is illustrated.” 


Sold $7,500 
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This was in actual fact a British colony, with Charles Enderby (son of Samuel) appointed Lt. Governor. His 
company was granted a 30 year lease in 1847. The colony was organized and all necessary goods and materials 
were transported. The settlement of Hardwicke ~— 
was established. All looked good for the re- : Men. 
vival of the British whaling industry. ‘ ‘I Opening of whalingin 
South Pacific with 

hare Enderby’s vessel the Emilia: 
All except... the weather was absolutely atro- P, ee Pioneering voyage 1789 led $ 
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to major development. 
cious. The ground was not suitable for farming 
to support the needs of the settlers. The whal- 
ing grounds were not as accessible as first 
thought. And did I mention the weather? On 
top of that Charles Enderby appears to have 


been an inept manager. Medal from a Pinches set honoring British seafarers 
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